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With this bag there are several style options. We have highlighted
these in italics in the instructions and described them accordingly.
Before you start processing, you should decide how you want  to
proceed for the following aspects:

1) Pocket feet: If you have ordered pocket feet, these must also be
attached.

2) Additional D rings for attaching another carrying option: If you
want to wear your tote  crossbody, for example with a statement
strap or a chain, or if you want to attach a decorative chain to the
shopper, it is advisable to attach two additional D rings to the inside
trimming strip.
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Our tote bag is a super doable project, even if you've never worked
with leather before. Leather and lining are glued, the parts are sewn
together, the small parts are attached and the edges are finished.
We explain all of these steps to you in this guide. Information on the
basics of leatherwork: gluing, sewing & edge finishing can be found
in our basics guide. We also recommend our video tutorials.

Instructions The Perfect Tote

Options 
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In contrast to the D ring and the carabiner that are already included
in the DIY box, the two additional D rings are positioned so that they
point upwards (so that a statement strap can be attached in the right
direction).

3) Handles: There are different mounting options here

STANDARD OPTION: Attachment of the handles to the bag body
from the outside with screws and sewn in. The handles can then no
longer be removed. We recommend this option because it is
particularly durable. 

ALTERNATIVE 1: The handles are attached to the bag body from the
inside with screws and sewn in. The handles can no longer be
removed. This option is even more stable than option 1, as the
handles are sewn through the inside trimming strip and the inside
pocket. With this option, the screws and seams can still be seen
from the outside, only the handle is fixed from the inside, however
overlaps the inside trimming strip and the inside pocket. An awl is
required to pierce additional holes for this option.  

ALTERNATIVE 2: Attaching the handle to the bag body from the
outside - only with screws and not sewn in. The handles can then be
removed. This option is particularly suitable if you often want to
wear the bag crossbody. However, you should note that the handles
are then not quite as firmly attached to the body of the bag as with
the other options, as they are only held by screws. We do not
guarantee the durability of this solution and recommend that you do
not load the bag with too much weight. A hole punch with a 4mm
setting is required. Alternatively, you can use an awl for piercing
holes and widening it.
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The following items are included in your DIY box. Their color and
quantity is exactly matched to your order. We recommend that you
get an overview of all cut pieces and materials before you start.

To learn the three most important disciplines in leathercraft, you
should watch our tutorial videos at bagsandpieces.co/tutorials or
read through the basics guide (the information included there is the
same in the video and guide).

Preparations 

In leather: 
2x bag body
1x inside pocket (bigger back and smaller front part)
4x bag handles
1x long inside trimming strip (for the inner top edge)
4x magnet parts (2x with hole for magnet, 2x without hole)
2x short bag bottom strips (for the inside seams on the bag bottom) 
4x thin straps (2x with holes for fastening the round knob screw, 2x
with three holes for adjusting the bucket bag shape)
2x D ring mounting parts (1x for D ring, 1x for small carabiner)

Optional: 
2x D ring mounting parts (if you have chosen the D rings for attaching
an additional carrying option)

CUT PIECES

www.bagsandpieces.co 



#theperfecttote Page 4

CUT PIECES

In lining: 
2x bag body
1x inside pocket back piece 
1x inside pocket front piece 
2x magnet linings (without hole)

In reinforcement: 
2x bottom rectangles 

METAL ACCESSORIES & OTHER 

1x D ring
1x carabiner small
2x neodymium magnets round
1x round knob screw including counterpart
9x handle screws including counterparts (1x replacement)

Optionally selectable:
2x D rings (including leather mounting parts) --> an awl to pierce the
holes in the inside trimming strip is required
6x bag feet (including counterparts)
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TOOLS & SUPPLEMENTS 

1x sewing thread
3x saddler's needles with blunt point
3x document clips
2x leather glue
1x brush for applying the leather glue
1x base coat 
1x edge paint  
1x roller dye pen for applying base coat & edge paint
1x sanding sponge 
1x mini screwdriver
8x small squares of style fleece / a strip with holes to cut yourself 
Step-by-step instructions (todownload)
Tutorial Videos & Basics Guide (available online)

Optional:
Awl to pierce holes 
Edge former (for Trapunto)
Needle grippers 
Sewing clamps 
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We start with the production of the bag body. It will first be glued,
then sewn inside out and then turned. Afterwards, all the small parts
as well as the inside pocket and the bag handles are made, and at
the end everything will be put together.

Tip: If you want to start with a smaller project first, you can prepare 
 and sew the inner pocket, for example (STEP 5 & 14). This is perfect
for beginners, for example if you want to practice the seam and
edge finishing with a piece that is not visible too much, or if you only
have one or two hours of time available and do not want to start with
a large part. 
The bag handles are also great as a small sewing project in between
(STEP 13), but the longer drying times for edge finishing must be
noted here (STEP 18). If you can plan the edge finishing of the
handles so that you apply the second, somewhat thicker layer of
base coat before you put the project aside for several hours (for
example, in the evening before going to bed), you will save yourself
a longer waiting time for drying.
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Method
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STEP 1: GLUING THE BOTTOM OF THE POCKET WITH
REINFORCEMENT
First, the bottom of the bag is glued with reinforcement material. To
do this, position the reinforcement piece on the back of the leather
so that the top edge of the bottom of the bag is flush with the
horizontal line in the picture shown here. At this point the bag body
will later be folded to form the bottom.
Also, mark the vertical center of the bag body with a pen. This will
help you at the very end positioning the inside trimming strip, the
inner pocket and the magnets in the middle. 

If you want to use the Trapunto technique on the body of the bag and /
or attach bag feet and / or want to fix the handles permanently
(recommended) you have to do this now before the lining is glued. See
next pages for all optional details. 

First Steps: Preparing the Bag Body
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STEP 2 OPTIONAL: POSITIONING TRAPUNTO 
If you want to position the trapunto shapes in the middle in terms of
height and width, mark a horizontal center line 13.7 cm below the top
edge of the bag on the back of the leather. In reality, the horizontal
middle of the bag body is higher, but the rounding and fold in the bottom
of the bag visually make the tote 27.4 cm high, which is why the 13.7
cm defines the visual center line. As a vertical center line, draw a line in
the middle of the tote 25cm away from the sides of the bag.
Tip: The easiest way to always mark the center lines is to mark the
corresponding distances on the respective sides and then connect the
markings (or use a large set square). This is how you avoid crooked
center lines.
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Now position the letters MIRROR IMAGE on the leather and use the
Trapunto technique as shown in the corresponding instructions or in the
video tutorial. When shaping, make sure that you are working on a
smooth and flat surface and that the leather is well worked against this
surface and the glued-on lining. Since there is no reinforcement in the
tote, the flat surface must be used as a counterpart and the Trapunto
must be dried flat for half an hour before you can continue with the next
step.

STEP 3 OPTIONAL: ATTACHING POCKET FEET 
Since the screws with which the pocket feet are fastened will be
covered by the lining, the pocket feet need to be attached now. It is
advisable to cover the feet with some adhesive tape so that they do not
get scratched  during the subsequent crafting process.
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Of course, you can also position your letters and shapes differently on
the bag. Let your creativity flow! 
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Use an awl to pierce the holes for the screws (or alternatively a hole
punch with a small setting, e.g. 1.5mm or 2mm). Mark the position of
the floor feet on the back of the leather. We recommend that you
position the holes 1,5cm inside the top edge of the reinforcement part
and 2cm inside the side edges (see picture). Now pierce these holes
with the awl or a  hole punch and fasten the feet accordingly (screw
goes from the inside to the outside through reinforcement and leather).
We recommend putting some glue on the screw thread before you
screw in the screw. This way, it stays in place even with heavy use.
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STEP 3 RECOMMENDED: INSERTING THE HANDLE SCREWS 
Since the screws with which the handles are fastened are to be
covered by the lining, these will already be attached. This only
applies if you want to sew in the handles from the outside and want
them to remain permanently fixed (not removable).

Attention: If you have chosen one of the two other options for attaching
the handles (sew in the handle on from the inside or attaching it with the
removable option), then you must not attach any screws under the
lining. 

#theperfecttote Page 11

Glue the small squares of fleece to the holes provided for the handle
screws on the back of the leather to reinforce them. Now put the
screws through the holes from the inside of the leather. Optionally,
you can also apply a little glue to the fleece (not to the screw) so that
the back of the screw remains fixed and does not fall around when
the lining is glued on. 
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You can screw the screw counterparts (the outside part) onto the
leather from the front if you want. Then they are not lost and the
lining is easier to stick if the screw ends do not stick out without any
counterpart. However, you should then cover the screws with a tape
so that they do not scratch during the crafting process. 

STEP 4: GLUING THE LINING AND SHAPING THE BOTTOM 
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Always apply glue only to the leather / reinforcement and never to
the lining and spread it evenly. You can see the correct positioning of
the lining in the picture: The lining is glued flush to the lower corners
where the bag bottom is located. Since the glue is absorbed quickly,
you can work piece by piece. Start gluing on one side and work your
way up the body of the bag from left to right, leaving the bag bottom
for now. 
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Before you glue the lining to the bottom of the bag, find a 90 ° angle
(e.g. the edge of a table or the packaging box) that you can use to
shape the bottom. Apply glue to the bottom of the bag
(reinforcement) and stick the lining to the reinforcement at a 90 °
angle. The crease is exactly where the reinforcement material ends.
Fix everything with a hammer (do not damage the leather) or tapping
it down with your fist and let everything dry in this position for 30
minutes. 

A note on drying and storage: If you take a break after this step
before sewing, make sure not to overstretch the leather when
storing it. This means that the bottom should not be folded down
further than a 90 ° angle (e.g. not completely folded over),
otherwise the leather will expand at this point. If you then want to
return it to the original shape of the 90 ° angle, there will be
unsightly folds and compression points on this edge that can not
be reversed (when leather is stretched is once . 

Repeat the entire process (steps 1-4) for the second part of the bag
body. Don't put the glue away, we'll need it again in the next step. 
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On the lining part for the front inner pocket (smaller lining part), cut a
3cm high strip at the upper edge and stick the lining on the
corresponding leather part so that it is flush with the lower edge of
the piece. 
Now bend the leather at the upper edge so that the four upper seam
holes are turned over. It helps to use a needle for positioning. Stick  it
through the first hole and the eighth hole so that the sewing holes
will fit together later when sewing. Hammer the edge as flat as
possible to fix the glued parts with a little pressure.

STEP 5: GLUING THE LINING FOR THE INSIDE POCKET
While the bag body is drying at a 90 ° angle, the inside pocket will be
glued. Glue the rear (larger) part of the pocket with lining (glue only
on the back of the leather). 

Gluing the Remaining Pieces
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STEP 6: GLUING THE MAGNETS 
With the magnets, a lining strip is glued between the two leather
parts, which hold the magnet in its position. 
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Glue the parts on top of each other in the following order: apply glue
on the back of the leather part with the hole - position the lining on
that piece with the beautiful lining side being positioned ON THE
GLUE (so that the beautiful lining side is visible through the hole from
the outside) - place the magnet in the hole on the position of the
lining - apply glue on top (yes on lining and magnet) and attach the
leather part without a hole upside down so that the beautiful leather
side is on the outside. It helps to not apply glue to the seam holes,
otherwise you will find it a little harder to sew.

Repeat everything again for the second magnet. 

IMPORTANT: When positioning the second magnet, make sure that
the negative and positive poles are correctly positioned! The
magnets must be positioned correctly so that they do not push back
but attract each other - test the correct direction for the second
magnet before sticking! 
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STEP 7: GLUING THE STRAPS 
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The last parts that have to be glued are the straps with which the
bag can be reduced to a bucket bag shape. No lining is glued here.
Apply the glue to both leather insides and glue the parts together,
making sure that the edges are flush. Fix everything with some
pressure from above instead of pulling or stretching, otherwise the
parts will warp. 
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The bottom seam is sewn first. To do this, simply lay the bag body
glued in the 90 ° in front of you so that the bottom parts touch and
the seam is exactly in front of you. Now you can sew very easily
without the need for sewing clamps or similar fastenings.
At the end of the seam sew back two stitches and hide the thread in
the next seam hole, adding a dot of glue to fix it. 

Note: Before you sew the body of the bag together, you can
alternatively carry out steps 12 - 19 first and finish all of the remaining
parts. In the waiting times (when the base coat and edge paint is
drying) you can then continue working on the body of the bag. The
disadvantage of this is that you start at different points at the same
time without actually “finishing” one part and that can be a bit
confusing. That is why we have listed the completion of the bag
body first in the instructions. 

STEP 8: CLOSE THE BOTTOM SEAM AND GLUE SEAM ALLOWANCE 

Completing the Body of the Bag
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After sewing, the seam allowance is glued down. 
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To do this, apply glue to the left and right of the seam, at the points
where the allowance will be glued around. Don't use too much glue
otherwise it will squeeze out to the lining.

You may have to press the seam allowance a little tighter with your
thumb or forefinger and hold it there for a few seconds until the glue
has tightened and holds firm. When pressing down, make sure that
the seam allowance lies flat on the bottom of the bag.
Finally hammer everything down well and then repeat for the other
side of the bottom seam allowance. 

STEP 9: CLOSE SIDE SEAMS AND TAPE ADDITIONAL SEAM 
Now the long side seams are closed. While you can still clamp the
first side seam in the sewing clamps with a little effort, this is no
longer possible with the second seam. You can either clamp this
between your knees or use two taller bottles or stacks of books to
“build” a holder in which the body of the bag is held. 
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Sew as described in the previous step, finishing the seam and then
tapeing down the seam allowances. Here, too, it is advisable to tape
one seam allowance first, let it dry, then tape the other seam
allowance and only then start the next seam (second side seam).
Recommended drying time before the next step: 10 minutes - or
until the adhesive has set a little so that the seam allowance does
not come off even with a little movement. 
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STEP 10: CLOSING THE SEAMS FOR THE POCKET DEPTH AND
SEWING IN THE BAG BOTTOM STRIPS 
Attention: This is the most exhausting step of the entire bag! 
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In order to neatly and nicely finish the inside of the bag, you can sew
in a leather strip from the inside when closing the last two seams of
the bag body (the corners for the bag depth). This is sewn in one go,
so you sew through four layers of leather (at the points where the
seam allowance was folded over, even through 6 layers of leather).
Because the leather strips are calculated lightly and are a little under
tension, it is a bit exhausting and stresses your fingers, but the result
is very professional and has a uniform look matching the other seam
allowances.

As an alternative, however, there is also the possibility of sewing
these corners normally and without the bag bottom strips, and then
finishing the edge with a base coat and edge paint. This solution is
much simpler and less exhausting, but not quite as uniform in terms
of appearance as the leather edging strip. In the photos on this and
the next side you can see the differences and what the two options
look like. There is also an Instagram video for sewing the bag with
the leather edging strip (screencast from an Instagram Live), in which
I show the sewing process (and also the sewing without the edging
strip). For context: In this video I seem very stressed, because I have
been sewing for 6 hours straight :-) If you take your time for sewing in
the strip this will be definetely possible. From minute8 onwards, I  
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show how exactly I sew the bag bottom strip. But it is really not an
unsightly solution to work on the edge with edge paint. Both options
are implemented while the bag has not yet been turned.

When sewing with the bag bottom strip, use the normal saddle stitch
and place the strip over the seam from above. The holes fit together
exactly. In the middle, where the two bottom parts meet, the slit is
assigned to one seam hole in the edging strip.

If you decide to finish the edge with edge paint, first sew the bag 
 depth (without the additional strips) and then proceed as described
in the basics guide for edge finishing: apply one or two layers of base
coat, then as many layers of edge paint until you are satisfied with
the result. Always sand well in between. 
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STEP 11: TURNING THE BODY OF THE BAG  
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Now it's time to turn the bag body. The most important tip here is:
work it piece by piece and - just do it! At first you might think that
turning doesn't work, but it just takes a bit of self-confidence! 

To turn, start by pressing in the two corners of the bottom that you
sewed in the previous step. As you already glued the bottom of the
bag at a 90 ° angle the corners start moving in automatically. When
turning the bag, it will now automatically "jump" into its glued shape. 

When you have pressed both edges of the bottom inwards, you can
gradually pull the body of the bag inside out. To do this, take the
bottom of the bag from the inside (which is then to become outside)
and pull it outwards. In the Instagram video, in which I also show step
10, I show how the bag is turned in minute 30:55. It is particularly
advisable for smooth leather to work quickly when turning so that
the leather is not exposed to heavy creases for a long time so these
do not stay in the leather permanently. 
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In order to be able to sew the D ring mounting parts onto the inside 
trimming strip immediately, they have to be finished with edge paint
beforehand. Optionally, you can also apply a layer of base coat, or
the edge paint directly, depending on how voluminous you want the
edge to be. 

If you have ordered additional D rings and mounting parts to attach an
additional carrying option, you should also finish their edges now. 

STEP 12: FINISHING THE D RING MOUNTING PIECES WITH EDGE
PAINT 
After the tote has taken shape, the remaining parts can now be
completed. 

Sewing the Remaining Pieces  
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For smooth leather: If after turning there are strong creases in some
places that you cannot remove by stuffing the bag with a towel or
sweater, you can also try ironing the leather. Use the ironing setting
silk or wool (2 points) for this and smooth out the wrinkles directly on
the top of the leather with the tip of the iron. Never keep the iron in
one place for a long time though! Since every iron works differently,
we cannot guarantee that this step will be successful and in any
case, we recommend that you do this first in a less visible place, e.g.
on the inside pocket to test. 



STEP 13: SEWING & GLUING HANDLES  
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For the handles, it is advisable to sew them first and then glue them.
This ensures that the handles fit together exactly and that sewing is
much easier. When sewing, the distance between the two large
holes at the ends of the handle, to which the screws will later be
attached, is NOT yet sewn. This will be sewn later when the handles
are attached to the tote. 

Optional: If you have chosen the processing variant in which the
handles are removable (only attached with screws), you can also sew
the sections on the handle ends between the screw holes now. 

After the long section in the middle has been sewn, the handles can
be glued. To do this, simply apply glue on the left and right sides of
the seam up to the edge and glue the handles together. Then tap it
down with pressure. 
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Next, the inner pocket will be sewn. To do this, position the front
piece of the inner pocket on top of the back piece of the pocket so
that the lower edge of the pocket and the round corners are flush
with one another. Both beautiful leather sides look up. Then sew the
sides and bottom edge (U-shape). The top edge is sewn laterwhen
the inner pocket is sewn to the body of the bag. 

STEP 15: SEWING THE MAGNETS 

Now we will be sewing the magnets. Again sew along the U-shape
here once, the upper edge is not sewn because the magnets are
later sewn to the body of the bag. 

STEP 14: SEWING THE INNER POCKET 
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STEP 16 OPTIONAL: ATTACHING ADDITIONAL D RINGS FOR
ALTERNATIVE CARRYING OPTIONS 
This step is only relevant if you have ordered additional D rings and
mounting pieces for attaching an additional carrying option.

In order to be able to sew these D rings onto the inside trimming strip,
holes must be pierced in the strip first. You will need the awl for this. In
contrast to the other two d ring mounting parts, for which the holes in
the inside trimming strip are already present, these mounting parts are
positioned the other way around on the strip. The D rings should look up
when they are sewn to the strip (so that a statement strap pulls in the
natural direction of wear and does not unnecessarily burden the tote). 
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The exact positioning of the d ring mounting pieces can be seen on the
picture. When the inside trimming strip is sewn on, the D rings should sit
as close to the sides as possible, so that the tote can be worn cross-
body. At the left end, the d ring mounting piece should be positioned
approx. 2 cm right from the vertical holes (to which the straps to form
the bucket bag shape will later be attached), at the right end also
approx. 2 cm to the right of it (directly to the left of the existing holes for
the carabiner binding part - leave a few mm distance). The d ring
mounting parts should be positioned at least 5mm above the lower
edge. The higher they are positioned, the more likely the D rings will
look out from the top of the finished tote. 
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As soon as you have determined the position, use the d ring mounting
pieces as a template to poke the holes in the inside trimming strip. To
do this, either place a soft piece of wood or a cork block under the  strip
so that you do not ruin your table. 

STEP 17: SEWING IN THE D RINGS TO THE INSIDE TRIMMING STRIP  

Now the D ring and carabiner with their corresponding leather
mounting pieces are sewn in as shown. To do this, place the D ring or
carabiner between the leather parts, take them double and sew
them to the long strip so that the D ring and carabiner look down into
the bag later (away from the seam holes on the upper edge). Finish
the saddle stitch as described in the basics guide. 

Optional: If you have ordered two more D rings and corresponding
leather mounting parts for attaching an additional carrying option, you
can now sew these on too. These D rings look up matching the holes
previously pierced.  
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Handles: Edge finishing all around
Inside pocket and magnets: Edge finishing on the edges that had also
be sewn (U-shape)
Thin straps: Edge finishing all around
With the longer pieces (straps and handles) it is recommended to first
work on one side with base coat, then on the other side with base
coat and then continuing with the edge paint. If you are using the
clamps to help set up the long pieces, make sure that edge paint
does not accumulate at the tips of these pieces as they dry. To avoid
this, apply as little base coat and edge paint as possible to the tips
and if a lot of paint has accumulated here, "dab" it off with your finger. 

STEP 18: HANDLE, INSIDE POCKET, MAGNETS, STRAPS 
A short text - but a time-consuming step. Now it's time to work on
the edges of the smaller pieces! The following parts are finished first
with base coat and then with edge paint as shown in the basics
guide or in the tutorial videos: 

Edge Finishing all Small Pieces 
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STEP 19: SEWING IN THE THINNER STRAP TO FORM THE BUCKET
BAG SHAPE  
Before the inside trimming strip is finally sewn to the upper edge of
the bag body, the two straps to reduce the size of the bag to a
bucket bag shape and the handles are sewn in. Sew this strap on the
left and right of the vertical seam lines of the inside trimming strip on
the beautiful leather side so that the tip of the strap is facing up. 
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Assembling all Parts and final Edge Processing 

Start from the lowest vertical hole and end with the fourth hole
(three stitches). The row of holes on the upper horizontal edge of the
inside trimming strip is not sewn until it is attached to the body of the
bag. Tighten these stitches well and sew the saddle stitch twice
(back and forth). By the way: You may notice that the holes on the
strap are a little further apart than on the inside trimming strip and do
not 100% match. This is desired so that the belt has a little tension
and is even more stable. Furthermore, you can now screw in the
round knob screw in the part of the belt in which there is only a small
hole.
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STEP 20: SEWING THE HANDLES ON THE BAG BODY 
This step describes our recommended option, in which the handles
are sewn onto the bag body from the outside and can no longer be
removed. 

Optional: If you have chosen one of the other two finishing options 
 (handle removable or sewn in from the inside), the handles are sewn 
 in after the inside trimming strip and the inside pocket have been sewn
and glued in place (STEP 22). 

To sew the handles to the body of the bag, first loosen the screws
from the front (beautiful leather side) that you had already fixed
when gluing the lining. 
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Then you can put the handles between the screws and the leather
and tighten them again. We recommend putting a drop of glue on
the screw thread so that the screws are fixed in place even with
heavy use. To tighten you can use the screwdriver and hold the back
screw through the lining while screwing it together, but be careful
not to push the screwdriver too hard into the lining and not to
damage it. When attaching the second end of the handle strap,
make sure that the leather does not twist.
Now the handles can be sewn into place. To do this, simply sew
between the two screws with the saddle stitch through the two
handle layers and the body of the bag. 
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Sewing in inside pocket & magnets in the middle of the bag's
back side >> the vertical center line that you marked in step 1 will
help you here 
The small straps that are used to form the bucket bag shape
should be positioned exactly on the side seams of the bag body
(the slit on the bag body where the side seams meet matches
the the vertical seam holes of the inside trimming strip) 

For correct positioning, note the following positions and fasten the
parts with the document clips:

STEP 21: SEWING IN INSIDE POCKET AND INSIDE TRIMMING STRIP 
Final countdown! After the handles are attached, you can fold them
outwards and now sew the inside pocket and the inside trimming
strip in place whilst enclosing the magnets. 
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Start with the seam of the bag's upper edge a few centimeters in
front of the side seam of the bag body and sew the long line of the
inside trimming strip first. Don't forget to enclose the magnet in the
right place (middle each bag piece where you marked the vertical
line from step 1)!

Afterwards you can align the inside pocket more easily in the middle
on the remaining distance that still needs to be sew, while again
enclosing the magnet. The inside pocket and the edging strip
overlap a few seam holes. 

STEP 22: GLUING THE INSIDE TRIMMING STRIP & INSIDE POCKET 
When everything is sewn in place, the strip is fixed a little with glue.
Spread the glue on the inside of the strip and the body of the bag
and press everything down firmly. Be careful not to get too much
glue on the body of the bag. You can also glue the inside pocket to
the inside of the pocket lining. Then it doesn't hang around loosely.
Both options (gluing or not gluing down the inside pocket) are
possible. 

Optional: If you want to attach the handles from the inside or sew
them in as a removable option, this is done now. 
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A) To attach the handle for the removable option: Use a hole punch with
a 4mm setting or the awl to pierce the holes for the screws from the
front of the bag through to all corresponding leather layers (inside
trimming strip and inside pocket). If you are using the awl, place a block
of cork or a piece of soft wood from inside the bag against the leather,  
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so you don't damage the inside of the bag. Now you can attach the
handles from the outside with screws.
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B) To attach the handle from the inside: First perform the procedure
described in A) for the screw holes. Then the seam holes have to be
pierced. 

Use the awl to pierce the seam holes in the leather trimming strip and in
the inside pocket. To do this, turn the bag so that you have the outside
body of the bag with the existing seam holes in front of you and place a
cork block or a soft piece of wood against it from the inside. Now use
the awl to repierce the holes between the two screws from the outside
through all the layers (through the body of the bag, lining & inner pocket
or through the body, lining and edging strips). Then you can sew on the
handles from the inside and tighten the screws again. When attaching
the screws, we recommend putting a drop of glue on the screw threads
so that the screws stay in place even with heavy use. 
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STEP 23: FINAL EDGE FINISHING OF THE BAG'S TOP EDGE 
The last step is edge finishing the entire top edge of the bag. This is
again a bit of work, because this long distance takes a few layers to
become nice and even. For the areas where the magnets are sewn
in, you need to combine several layers at once, so that at the end
there is an even surface. 

As a guide: two layers of base coat + two layers of edge paint + two
layers of edge paint diluted with a few drops of water are a good
starting point. You can do it! 

STEP 24: LASTLY: BEING IN AWE AND BURSTING WITH PRIDE! 
It is done! You made your very own individual and super high-quality
tote bag! That was a huge project and you can be really proud of
yourself - at least we are and we are really happy to see every
finished bag! 

To share your joy, post a picture of your tote on Instagram and tag us
at @bagsandpieces.co and #theperfecttote 

We're really looking forward to seeing your perfect tote!
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Now it's your turn!
Get creative with your DIY boxes and share your
result with us on Instagram at @bagsandpieces

#mybagsandpieces #theperfecttote ! 
 

We're super excited to see your finished leather
accessoires and hear your feedback! 

Have fun getting creative, 
 

Vivian & the team of BAGS & PIECES
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More DIY Boxes for You: 

THE PERFECT TOTE 
THE ULTIMATE CROSSBODY 

THE TRAVEL KIT
 

...AND MUCH MORE!  
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